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Thanks to
New & Upgrading

Guardian Members

Patrick Angel
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Ed Hari
Sean Hartfield
Jonathan Hess
Ed Hill
Damien Idiart
Wesley Johnson
Rob Kinney
Al Lave
Clay McCaslin
Eric McCormick
Natalie McDougal
Brady Mertz
Donna Meyer
Steve Milla
Sonia Montalbano
Cynthia Newton
Yoona Park
Laura Rufolo
Mitra Shahri
Itzik Shlesinger
Scott Shorr
Stu Smucker
Tom Steenson
Chuck Tauman
Emily Terriquez
Mark Thesing
Ray Thomas
Helen Tompkins
Kim Tucker
Damien Yervasi

Guardians of Civil Justice

A Case for Giving

By: OTLA Parliamentarian and Development Chair Brian Dretke

o you want to make a dif-
ference in your client’s case
outcome?

Is there a particular law
that is so unjust it is time for
it to be revised or, better yet,
abolished all together?

Do you think there should
be more civil justice friendly
legislators in Salem?

Does increasing PIP wage
reimbursement and prop-
erty damage, 20.080 limits,
the amount recoverable in tort
actions against public bodies by
7 times, extending the Statute
of Ultimate Repose, fixing the
minor’s settlements, extending whistleblower
protections to private employees, or changes
to the UTPA to allow for recovery of statutory
minimum payments for violations affect your
practice and clients?

If you answered YES to any of the above...
are you a Guardians of Civil Justice member?

If not, why not?

OTLA’s Guardian program directly funds
OTLA PAC which gives

Brian Dretke

House Bill 2326: PIP Wage
Reimbursement and Prop-
erty Damage. Raised the PIP
monthly wage reimbursement
from $1,250 to $3,000 in ORS
742.524 and also raised mini-
mum property damage liability
limit from $10,000 to $20,000 in
ORS 806.070. These figures had
not been raised in 20 years!

Senate Bill 306: Increase
20.080 Limit. Increased the
20.080 and 20.082 limits from
the current $5,500 to $10,000!
20.082 will jump to $10,000
when the bill takes effect in
January of 2010. 20.080 will go
first to $7,500 in 2010, then to $10,000 in 2012.

House Bill 2687-A: Minor’s Settle-
ments Fix. Fixed last session’s bill allowing
settlement of minor and incapacitated per-
son’s claims of up to $25,000 without court
approval or requiring a Conservatorship.

Senate Bill 311: Increasing the amount
recoverable in tort actions against Public
Bodies: Increases the amount recoverable
from $200,000 to $500,000,

significant resources to
civil justice friendly can-
didates running for office.
The only way to change
laws that will level the
playing field and keep the
courthouse doors open to
Oregonians is to make cer-

The only way to change laws
that will level the playing
field...is to make certain we
elect leaders who believe this is
as important as we do.

up to $1.5 M, depending on
the defendant.

House Bill 3162:
Whistleblower Pro-
tections: Extends the
whistleblower protections
public employees receive to
private sector employees.

tain we elect leaders who
believe this is as important as we do.

As Past President Chuck Paulson has said
many times over the years, contributing to the
OTLA PAC should simply be considered “a tax
on doing business.” Without it, there would
be little protection for your clients or your
practice.

Because each of you are at different stages
and success levels in your practice and to en-
sure that all members can participate, there
are 5 levels to choose from — from $25 per
month up to $500 per month. Every contribu-
tion makes a difference. Let’s take a moment
to look at milestone legislation that was
passed last session.

Senate Bill 307:
Extend the Statute of Ultimate Repose
for products liability cases. Increases
Oregon’s SOUR in products liability cases
from 8 to 10 years with a “look away”
provision; allowing you to look to the

state of manufacture or import, if not in
Oregon. Forty-eight states have a more
favorable SOUR.

House Bill 3343: Requires insurance
companies to pay attorney’s fees in workers’
compensation cases where currently claim-
ant’s attorneys are not compensated in cases
in which they prevail.

GUARDIANS continues on page 3
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OTLA Happenings...

n November 5th over 40 OTLA’s Women’s Caucus members attended a hosted luncheon with Secretary of
State Kate Brown, Senator Jackie Dingfelder, former Senator now US Dept. of Agriculture Director of
Rural Development Vicki Walker, House Majority Leader Mary Nolan, Representatives Margaret Doherty and
Suzanne VanOrman for a dynamic political discussion at Pazzo Ristorante. “Looking around the room it was
clear to see our PAC dollars at work.” said OTLA President Dana Sullivan of the November event. “To have access
to such a formidable group of women legislators who appreciate our work and support our most fundamental civil

justice issues is truly invaluable.”

Paulson talks with Senator Jackie Dingfelder and House
Majority Leader Mary Nolan.

Margaret Doherty and US Dept of Agriculture Director
Vicki Walker at the OTLA Women’s Caucus luncheon.

(Left to right) Secretary of State Kate Brown with Guardians
of Civil Justice members Jodie Phillips Polich and OTLA

Board member Elizabeth Welch.

THANK YOU TO OUR
Women'’s Caucus SPONSORS

]é"‘mesStre@
Structured Settlements.

Buchanan Angeli Altschul & Sullivan
Kathryn Clarke
Beth Creighton
Lori E. Deveny
Gaylord Eyerman Bradley
Maureen Leonard
Erin Olson
Paulson Coletti
Williams Love O’Leary & Powers
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GUARDIANS continued from page 1

HB 2585: Consumer Class Ac-
tions — Repeals the Oregon Rule of
Civil Procedure prohibiting class ac-
tion for recovery of statutory minimum
penalties for violations of the Unlawful
Trade Practices Act, federal Truth in
Lending Act and similar statutes, thus
providing a powerful remedy to bring
justice to those who perpetrate fraud
on Oregon consumers.

This list does not include the doz-
ens of bills introduced that OTLA was
able to defeat that would have gutted
the civil justice system.

OTLA PAC was a key contribu-
tor in 6 out of 7 successfully targeted
House races, doubling the number of
actual lawyers in the House. (Seats
won: Barton, Garrett, Kahl, Mat-
thews, Stiegler, VanOrman)

With only 31% of our overall mem-
bership contributing to the program
at any level, we’ve managed to move a
few mountains. Imagine what we could
do with 50% of OTLA members giving
to the Guardians! Please do your part
in protecting your clients’ rights.

Benefits of Guardians level ($250)
or Higher:

(1) Exclusive Guardians list serve
with No Spam policy strictly enforced

(2) Free access to DME and brief
banks, and Free MP3 downloads for
CLE credit online

(3) $100 non-transferable coupon
for attendance at one OTLA CLE and

(4) Free Attendance at annual
Guardians Luncheon and Reception.

(5) Free website access to CLE
written materials, post CLE.

Benefits if Guardians Plus: the
above mentioned, and one $100 non-
transferable coupon for attendance at
OTLA convention.

Benefits if Stalwart: the above
mentioned and no charge attendance
(non-transferable) at OTLA conven-
tion.

All Guardians members are listed
and thanked in a separate section of
the OTLA Directory as well as in at
least 3 Sidebar publications annually.

For more information, or to join
the Guardians of Civil Justice, please
call 503-223-5587 x102 or email:
amy@oregontriallawyers.org

Senate President Peter Courtney
speaks from the heart to OTLA
Guardians of Civil Justice.

n November 12th, OTLA hosted a reception for all Guardians of Civil

Justice members. Members were able to meet and mingle with special
guests including Senate President Peter Courtney, Speaker of the House
David Hunt, Senate Majority Leader Richard Devlin, House Majority
Leader Mary Nolan, Senators Suzanne Bonamici and Floyd Prozanski, as
well as Representative Paul Holvey.

OTLA President’s Award recipient Neil
Jackson talks shop with Speaker of the
House David Hunt.

OTLA Board member Leslie O Leary
and Rick Braun enjoy the Guardians
reception.

House Majority Leader Mary Nolan, Senator Suzanne
Bonamici and Guardians member Angela Engstrom listen
to Senate President Courtney’s address along with Ronn
Elizinga and Speaker of the House David Hunt.

(Left to right) Former Leglslatwe Commlttee ChaLr

Richard Lane, Senator Floyd Prozanski, Representative
Brent Barton, and OTLA Board member Shelley Russell
share a laugh.
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Guardians Spotlight

OTLA Board Member Elizabeth Welch
Gives on All Fronts

he concept of family is impor-

tant to Elizabeth Welch. You
may have noticed this raven-
haired OTLA Board member
breezing in to various section
meetings and CLE’s with her
adorable (and well behaved) baby
Elena on her hip. In 2006, Welch
teamed up with her mother and
fellow OTLA member Teresa
Kohlhoff to form the first exclu-
sively mother-daughter lawyer
partnership in Oregon. They are
proud to represent injured clients
from their neighborhood in North
Portland/St. John’s. Multi-genera-
tional experience is their special-
ty. Community activism is their creed.
And that theme carries over to the
effort Welch puts in to OTLA.

We honor Welch for her dedica-
tion to increasing awareness about
the Guardians of Civil Justice among
her OTLA peers. As the new lawyer
representative of the board, through
personal letters and calls, her out-
reach efforts have resulted in bring-
ing in 6 new Guardian members this
past month.

My worklife has changed in the last
year because:

Babies! I had Elena December 29.
This entire year she has come to work
with me. I had my first child when I
was in law school (I went into labor
during wills and trusts) and came
back to school 11 days later. This
one I had on Monday and worked on
Friday. I even answered emails in the
hospital.

It’s different being self-employed.
I don’t feel married to my work; I just
like to be on top of things.

The opportunities | see from that
change are:

I am a mother who constantly has
kids with me. You have probably seen
at least one of my kids at an OTLA
event! I come from a big family (3
sisters and 3 nieces) and I work with
my mom. I grew up in a law office; my
mom’s office was in our house. Work,
home and kids for me are intertwined

in more of a way than, I think, typical.

My mom and I are really serious law-

Teresa Kohlhoff & Elizabeth Welch

yers — don’t get me wrong — but it’s
hard to be full of yourself when you
have spit up on your shirt.

I will not always have young kids.
But while they are young, I want to
be there. I do find it interesting that
the most successful women are those
that have adult children or none at
all. I made my choice to have kids and
to not farm them out while they are
young. I struggle with the fact that

OTLA does make a difference.
By having my ear to ground
and going to as many
OTLA things as | can,
| have learned a ton.

there’s a lot of opportunities I don’t
have because I have made this choice.
I know men have kids too — but they
have wives. Apparently successful
women need wives too.

The best thing about my job is:

I truly believe that I have certain
skills that the world needs. I am a
spreadsheeter. There is nothing on
earth that can’t be spreadsheeted. I
have clients come in and their lives
are a mess. They are all over the
place. I bring order and hopefully get
them some peace and justice.

The hardest thing about my job is:
When I can’t help. When the in-

surance companies play hardball
and they are going to win and I
can see that. I hate telling a client
“this is the way things are.” “The
way things are” sometimes sucks
and I feel so bad for my clients.

What | do in my job is:
Rock!

When | was a new lawyer, | wish
I knew:

If the old dudes had it their
way, I would ALWAYS be a new
lawyer. But I think officially I am
still a new lawyer. That said, I
have learned a few things. Just
because defense counsel is yelling
at me doesn’t mean they are yelling
the truth. Older attorneys really can
take advantage of your inexperience.
Grown men can be brats and should
be treated as such. Experience and ac-
companying gumption will come.

Growing up | thought | would
become:

A lawyer. I've always wanted to
be a lawyer. When I was a kid my
mom was in law school at the night
program at Lewis & Clark. Her office
was in our house. I realized very
quickly that people came to my mom
with their problems in our small town
of Philomath. I saw that she could
help.

I thought briefly about being an
auto mechanic. I think that was a
teenage desire to wear a jumpsuit and
look burly. I recently saw that women
make up only 2% of the mechanic
world — I could have made a killing.

Why | did/didn’t (see above):

Because that would be ridiculous.

Why | give to The Guardians of
Civil Justice program:

To be honest I used to be a terrible
giver. I usually only gave my time.
But now I both give my time (on the
Board and the New Lawyers Commit-
tee) and my money. I do find it really
obnoxious for plaintiff’s attorneys to
benefit from great legislation without
kicking down the cash. Someone did
the work — now we can’t be cheap.

SPOTLIGHT continues on page 5
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GUARDIAN SPOTLIGHT continued from page 4

What I'd like colleagues to know
about OTLA is:

OTLA does make a difference. By
having my ear to ground and going to
as many OTLA things as I can, I have
learned a ton. But the organization
is what we make it. If we don’t give,
then it goes away. Simple.

There’s more to life than my job.
My favorite activities are:

Getting creative with cooking. I
like watching movies with my boy-
friend Derek. I run, read books, and
Facebook quite a bit.

| knew | was grown up when:
I could speak intelligently about
refinancing a house.

I've always wanted to:
Travel. And I would have if it
weren’t for these meddling kids.

I'll do it (see above) when:

The kids get a little older. Then
we're going to vacation where there
are no phones and lots of sun!

My best subject in high school was:

Social studies. My high school
social studies teacher told me “The
World Needs More Elizabeth Welch’s.”
I have tried to live up to that.

The dasses in law school | dreaded
were:

I used to fall asleep in Trademarks
until the professor asked me if he was
too boring. I was so horrified I played
the baby card. In reality I was really
bored. I couldn’t imagine going to law
school, having all of this possibility to
help people, and instead spending all
day suing companies using Adidas’
seashell design. I know, I do see why
Trademark attorneys exist. But that
particular issue seemed like a waste
of a good brain.

THANK YOU
Naegeli Reporting
Corporation

Your Sponsorship of
OTLA’s
LITIGATOR LUNCHES

is greatly appreciated

My first job was:

Working in my mom’s law of-
fice. My first task was to cut her
announcement out of the Benton
Bulletin. I cut the picture out but not
the article and then had to tape them
together. I was 5.

I'm proudest of:

Accomplishing what I have done
under the conditions I have done
them.

| wish:
I had a little more courage.

Guilty pleasure:
Pie, ice cream and romance movies.

| can’t live without:
Coffee. And wine.

Most influential person in my life:
Probably my mom. Imitation is the
sincerest form of flattery! My mom’s
a fireball. She has a lot of energy. She
wanted to be a lawyer and she did it.
She fought everyone to get here. She
still fights everyone, even though she
thinks she’s all Zen Buddhist now. My
mom will be doing her Italian hand-

Court Reporting
Trial Presentation
Legal Videography
Interpreter Services
Videoconferencing

Document Management

swipe-under-the-chin thing until she
dies. While she has little tolerance for
stupidity, she has incredible compas-
sion for people and the desire to use
her brain to help others.

Favorite fictional character:

What girl from the 1980’s doesn’t
love Lloyd Daubler? “Kickboxing.
Sport of the future.”

What | appreciate most among my
friends:

I am one of four girls born in five
years, S0 my sisters are my friends.
It’s hard to break into our little group.
I appreciate the fact that we all love
our kids and spouses so much. That
we all still try to do our art, what-
ever that art is. I appreciate that my
sisters have people in their lives that
think they are the bee’s knees.

My favorite authors/poets/
musicians /movies:

I'm a big soul music fan. I like
documentaries, romance movies,
self-help books, cookbooks, and good
novels about people being normal ala
Anne Tyler.

Selected “Best Court Reporting Firm™

For nearly three decades, law firms
have been relying on Naegeli Reporting

NaeceLl
ReprorTInG

CORPORATION

~ Bend
(541) 385-8300

@ 1aegelirep0rting.com

to provide the tools of control and influence.

Deposition scheduling available 24-hours a day.

gton, ldaho and the Nation

Medford National
(541) 776-7500 (800) 528-3335

Www.n aegellreportlng. com
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Guardians of Civil Justice Contributors

In January we asked our membership to help usher in the new Guardians of Civil Justice program to fund our PAC efforts
in 2009 and beyond. The following OTLA members answered that call and we thank you for your generous contributions.

OTLA Stalwart $500+
Mic Alexander
Kevin Coluccio
Jim Coon
Tom D’Amore
James Dodge
Linda Love
Leslie O’Leary
Tom Powers
Mitra Shahri
Ray Thomas
Mike Williams

Guardian’s Club Plus $350-$499
Martin Alvey
Kelly Andersen
Larry Baron
Mark Bocci
Tom Boothe
Paul Bovarnick
Mike Brian
John Coletti
Roy Dwyer
Dan Gatti
Peter Glazer
Mike Greene
Stephen Hendricks
Damian Idiart
Neil Jackson
Don Jacobs
Rick Lundblade
David Morrison
Chuck Paulson
Jane Paulson
Randy Pickett
Steve Piucci
Judy Snyder
Tim Williams

Guardian’s Club $250-$349
Dick Adams

Dean Aldrich

Karl Anuta

Colin Barnowe

Bill Barton

Bill Berkshire

Gary Berne

Michael Bloom

Todd Bradley

Aaron Brian
Bruce Brothers
Kathryn Clarke
Don Corson
Vance Day
David deVilleneuve
Joe Di Bartolomeo
Brian Dretke
Kyle Dukelow
Jim Dwyer

Dan Dziuba

Ken Elmore
Linda Eyerman
Jon Friedman
Bill Gaylord

Bill Gibson

Phil Gilbert
Mark Ginsberg
Hala Gores

Rob Guarrasi
Michael Gutzler
Gene Hallman
Dean Heiling
Roger Hennagin
Bob Hopkins

Art Johnson
Derek Johnson
Lara Johnson
Tim Jones
Steven Kahn
Keith Ketterling
Steve Larson
Neil Lathen

Ev Malagon

Liz McKanna
Dave Miller
Chris Moore
Mark Morrell
Jim Nelson
Robert Neuberger
David Park
David Paul
Daniel Robertson
Chuck Robinowitz
Elden Rosenthal
Shelley Russell
Bill Savage
Doug Schaller
Itzik Shlesinger
Michael Stebbins
Robert Stoll
Larry Stuber
Tina Stupasky
David Sugerman

Dana Sullivan
Chuck Tauman
Keith Tichenor
Ron Webster
Warren West
Brian Whitehead
Michael Wise
Rob Wolf

Rick Yugler

Sustaining Member $125-$249
Doug Angell
Sheldon Aronson
Nancy Babka
Aaron Baker
Robert Beatty-Walters
Bottini Bottini & Oswald Bottini
Jeff Bowersox
Mike Casey
Kelly Clark

Mike Colbach
Rob Dolton

Keith Dozier
Bruce Dusterhoff
Mike Dye

Ronn Elzinga
Meagan Flynn
Kathleen Gatti
John Gilroy

Phil Goldsmith
Bryan Gruetter
Steve Hill
Kathryn Jackson
Dave Jensen
Greg Kafoury
Lisa Maybee
Mark McDougal
Robb Miller

Jeff Mutnick
Cynthia Newton
Craig Nichols
John Parkhurst
Scott Pratt

Greg Price

Ralph Rayburn
Mario Riquelme
Charese Rohny
Ted Runstein
Karen Schoenfeld
Steven Schoenfeld
Scott Shorr

Steve Smucker
Wendy Squires
Tom Steenson

CONTRIBUTORS continues on page 7
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CONTRIBUTORS continued from page 6

David Stewart
Kevin Strever
Scott Supperstein
Keith Swanson
Kim Tucker

Tim Vanagas
Todd Westmoreland
Larry Wobbrock
Damien Yervasi
David Zarosinski
Greg Zeuthen

Friend of OTLA $25-$124
Elvia Aguilar
Patrick Angel
Megan Annand
Dennis Black
Melissa Bobadilla
Lyle Bosket
Kevin Brague
Rick Braun

Les Bush

Joseph Connelly
Beth Creighton
Klarissa Delehant
John Devlin
Richard Dobbins
Sean DuBois
Marianne Dugan
Brendan Dummigan
Shelley Edling
Craig Emerson
Angela Engstrom
Steve Ensor

Doug Ervin

Sonya Fischer
Martin Fisher
Mark Friel

Megan Glor
Benjamin Grandy
Doug Green
Mark Griffin
Patrick Hadlock
Nelson Hall
Russell Hanf

Ed Harri

Sean Hartfield
Wayne Hawn
Jonathan Hess
Chris Hill

Ed Hill

Heather Holt
Sam Hornreich
Jim Jennings
Wesley Johnson
Jennifer Kampsula
Matthew Kaplan
Matt Kehoe

Rob Kinney

Rob Kline

Scott Kocher
Theresa Kohlhoff
Matt Lackey

Al Lave

Maureen Leonard
Scott Lucas

Clay McCaslin
Eric McCormick
Natalie McDougal
Tom Melville

Jeff Merrick
Brady Mertz
Donna Meyer
Steve Milla

Sonia Montalbano
Liz Oberlin

Wally Ogdahl

Erin Olson

Yoona Park

Tom Patton

David Penoyer

Sue Phillips Hammann
Jodie Phillips Polich
Jason Posner
Travis Prestwich
Shane Reed
Stephen Riedlinger
Michael Rose

Mike Rosenbaum
Laura Rufolo

Gayle Shields
Joshua Shulman
Jason Skelton
Terrance Slominski
Michele Smith

Stu Smucker
Thomas Spaulding
Sam Stanke

Cecil Strange
Emily Terriquez
Jeff Thayer

Mark Thesing
Helen Tompkins
Bob Udziela
Richard Vangelisti
Linda Weimar
Elizabeth Welch
Rebecca Whitney-Smith
Charlie Williamson
Jeff Wing

Randy Wolfe
Conrad Yunker

One of the benefits of being an OTLA member is the variety of free monthly Section meetings with stalwart
attorneys who share their vast experience in practice. All include a full hour of free CLE credit. Sections in-
clude: Employment Law, Professional Negligence, Legal Staff, Business Litigation, Family Law, Consumer Law

Guardians member Dave Miller speaks at the November
Professional Negligence CLE at OTLA. Fellow Guardians
member Todd Bradley enjoys the discussion.

A packed audience heard Guardians member and Past
President Larry Wobbrock and OTLA Legal Staff member
Donna Engleman share their collective expertise in trial
preparation at the free Legal Staff brown bag CLE.
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Deck the Halls on January
8th — as the 2010 OTLA Snow
Ball will be joyfully returning to
the Adrianna Hill Grand Ball-
room. Get your dancing shoes
ready. Portland’s Design Band re-
ally knows how to put on a show
and get the dance-floor jumping.
Bring your favorite requests and
make sure to ask lead singer/
Master of Ceremonies Tracy
Stone to do his Ray Charles
impersonation. It’s a winner! And
there’s a lot more fun in store for
the evening.

This is a great relationship-
building event for all OTLA
members and a rare opportunity
to really mix and mingle in a fun
social atmosphere.

To help defray costs for
New Lawyer members, please
consider spreading some sea-
sonal joy by signing up to be
a sponsor!

SNOW BALL Sponsor Levels:

SnowFlake: $250
SnowBall: $500
SnowFlurry: $750
SnowStorm

(Band Sponsor): $1,500

RECOGNITION
Podium Thank You from
OTLA President at event.

Recognition and photo in
Sidebar.

Signage and Table tents at
event. (*Special signage with
Band Sponsorship + Thank You
from the Band... they'll sing it if
you'd like!)

Help spread some Holiday Joy
Be an OTLA 2010 SNOW BALL SPONSOR

Sign up today! For more
information, please contact
Amy Anderson at 503-223-5587
x102 or email: amy@oregontrial
lawyers.org

THANK YOU FOR
MAKING THE
SEASON BRIGHT!

please join us for...

The 2010 OTLA Annual Snow Ball

Friclaq, Januan] 8, 2010
6:50 PM Reception
7:15PM Butfet Dinner
8:00 PM Dancin8
Live Music 131] Desianband

The Aclricmna Hill Grand Bal]room
018 SW Yambhill
Port]and, OR 97205

$65 per ticket. For additional information contact
Agdtﬂ Kdllpﬂs at (503) 2923-5587 ext. 10D




